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Hop- bodee-boody's laſt Will and Teſta- 


ment, &Cc, 


He Famous Hopodeeboody, (whoſe Life we now 
intend to Wrizez for the Information of the pre- 
Ip ſent and future Ages, and diverſe other good 
| -Canſe$ and Valuable Conſiderations )was by birth 
@true Cackney, for ſo the Poet reſolves he point, 

Right Cockneys are all thoſe whoſe rrth ts found, 

where twanging Clapper of Bow-Bell doth ſourd. 

He ſprourcd out of the Parſley-bed , and dreiy his 
firſt breath on this Globe of Mortality in 7Thames-ftreet 
near Broken-rharf, a place where you may very Como- 
diouſly be Landed from Cuckolds havcn,and thence take 
Water again to rights for the Bench in Southwark. His 
Nativity happened in the Year I589. Ve would give 
you the Scheme, bur are loath to deprive the Body of A- 
ſtrology of ſo proper an Ornament, However, we find 
by itaud a litele Algebra , that 'tis now above fourſcore 
and five years ago ſince his Patents mage ufc of "the 
means to beget him, and truly. in that terrible ſullen blu- 
ſering year eighty eight (when the Spaniard came with 
an Invincible Armado laden with Shovels and Pickaxes 
ro fling all Ezgland into the Sca)it was very comendably 
done of this honeſt couple ro be ſo kind one to another, 
and mind the work of Generation , ſome affirm that his 
Mother when ſhe was big with him was almoſt frighted 
ow of her wits by her Husbands going to T:/6ury Camp, 
which by the power of Imagination made ſuch an impreſ- 
fion on the child , that he never had the perfeR uſe of 
reaſon. True it is, that Mercury combuſt retrograde and 
inpitted degrees (bogs of Heaven as one of his Cozens 
calls them)ihews weakneſs in the IntelleQualls,but there 
ts a critical minute for every. one to be happy,and _— 
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3 
dignified in the 10th, affures us,thar if he had not been 
ou. of the wayne might have been one of Tumbler downs 
Dick's Privy council. 

He was a toriveing luſty child,rill avout ſeven or cight 
years of Age, at which time by misfortune he happe'1ed 
co fall into the fire, which burnt and disfigurcd him very 
much, and from:thencefor wards he appeared more and 
more like a Natural in his ations and deportmenr, 

Some years after this both his father and mother dyed 
one ſoon alter the other; whuift they lived, they had all 
things comfortably about them , he being by 'Trade a 
Lime-man and the a Laundreſs ; bur after their deceaſe 
their poor Orphan Fob» Yet, (for that was our Hopto- 
dee boody's right Name) Being look'd upon as a ſhiftlefle 
creature, 1s put out to a Nurſe to look after him by the 
Pariſh : With whom he had not becn long , but an odd 
accident happens , which proved nor a little to his da- 
mage at preſcnt, and all his Nurſes loſs in the ſequel. Be- 
ing one day wandring abroad , a charitable Gentleman 
comiſſerating his deplorable ſimplicity gave him a groar, 
which he being overjoyed at, | for tools are generally 
fond of money, and indeed 'tis a (hreud ſign of one to be 
ſo] runs with it home and ſhows itto his Nurſe , who 
thinking it too much for any body to give him, fancyed 
he had ſtoln it , and in that conceit would necds go to 
whip him, who having ear very liberally chat morning of 
peaſe-porridge, and thereby got a violent loolenetſe, no 
ſooner had ſhe got up his coats ,' and made his Brecch 
ſmarr , but fear opening his poſtern-gare, diſcharged a 
whole ſhovelful of Marmalade intothe old V Vomans 
chops, talf an hours reſpite ſhe was forced to take to 
wipe her mouth , and clear her eyes , bue then the came 
upon him more ficrce than i and now it ſecms all 
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; (4) 
his Amatuoition was ſpent, ſorkat being wholly at hex 
mercy, ſhe whiprt him beyond all mealure, <0 
The cruel Hagg ſo flogg'd bis Buttocks, Brawny, 
She-mixt thepurple Gere mith ſquitter'd Tawny, 
So ore for a long time were his Haunches , that he 
copld.never forget it, for from thenceferth to his dying 
day he would never take any money ſave Farthings and 
Half-pence; andif any body proferr'd him a picce al fil 
ver'he would not touch it, but run away, and cry : No 
Groat, #0 Groat, Nurſe Hipp'd me once for tckivg a Groat : 
ſo that hecounted all filver, Groats,and never beg'd bur 
in this ſtile, Pay for Dod's ſake gr me one Fardin toten. 
VV hen be was about eighteen years of Ape, in a very 
hard froſt, ſeeing great numbersof boys {liding and hop- 
ping upon the lce at the ſides of the Thames,honglt (illy 
Fack would needs make one, but as he was hopping ve- 
ry pleaſantly to che great divertiſement of the ſpeRators, 
The Iceona ſudden'broke, and in dropt.,Pcel-garlick all 
but the head, where he lpake like a Monkey, doing pen- 
nance, or a Prickear'd fool holding forth in a Bucking- 
Tub, but .rear'd fo lopd one might have heard hin be- 
yooud High-gate, till at laſt he was zaken out,and becauſe 
he-ſeemed new Chriſtzed afrerahe dippersmode,a new 
namewas beſiawed:upon him, for ſinge this diſaſter was 
occalioned by hopping, and that none of his body , bur 
his head could be ſeen, when he was in,atn Arch Pickled 
Rofue thar ſtood by, calls him Hepodeeboody, a VVord 
whoſe ſirange-ſound took -extreamly amongſt ihe Boys 
and rabble: inſomuchthat he eame generally, to be cal'd 
ſaall his life time, ſo that the very children were. worr 
ro ling upand down the fireets, 
| Hopbodeeboody wh bis long Locks, 
Out of the F;U[ery, 4ntg the Stocks, 
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- Others ſay chat being much addicted to hopping, in 
his youth , bur fo unfurtunare, thar he always tumbled 
down with it, people calcd at firti Hoppiyg Booby,which 
in time by corruption became Fopodeevoody, bur which is 
the true Erymology we nut reter tothe Antiquarics to 
determine and precced, 

By this time HopodeeZcody was attain'd to a legal age 
of 21. though not to the years of Uifcrerion , and being 
now m his primeve plays atrick. which w&may well call 
his Maſter-peice',” coniming one day in the Winter to 
Trigg-{tairs , gazctngvnthe River which was then ar 
High-water, fo.near,that @ ſtrong luſty Vaterman fear- 
ing he would curqble in, to frighten him takes him up in 
his Arms, and ſhook him over the water as one would a 
child, telling him he would drown him, and asking of- 
ten, Can you fwim, firrah,can you [wim, Which made 
Hopbody cry out monſtrouſly, bur being ſer down ſafe, he 
continues {ncaking thereabants ,: ſtyl,meditating -a Re- 
venge; at laſt ſceing that VVaterman ſtand on the ſtairs 
heedleſly with his back towards him, he comes flily be- 
hind him, and with a ſudderr thruſt cants him. into the 
Thames, c:ying aloud to bim when he was ja. Can, you 
whim, can you whim. And fo, lauy}:ing hop'd away as 
falt as tie could, Chis is ſo far froin bring any fiction, that 
"there is ſcarce an Anticne V\ arcumen oil this, kiver bur 
will juſtifie it : ſeyeral weic pccleur, by tie ſarne token 
one that was going to Lauich ju} a5the tcllow fell in, 
cry'd;Pox og him,he has made.ſuch a hole jn, the Thames 
-T know net how tqget my Boatour, 

- Hecontinued chere with {overal Nurſes till the time 
of the great Fire,and then was removed to 8 Nurſe ucer 
Clarken-well, where Jack Adams and he had diverſe in- 
ter views, and ſometimes VVars like to be proclin'd,h 
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_ people call'd Quakers, on condition that they ſhall main- 


| [6] | 
their mediating Nurſes compoſed all ſfudes with half a 
dozen of nappy Alc, being ſo very old he grew 2!moſt 


quite blind of late , end aftcr a redious licknelſs denarted 


this life at his Nurſcs in Turn-Mill-ſtreer, from whence 
his body was conveyed ina Coach down to Broken- 
Wharf, and there enter'd in che Church-yard bclonging 
to that parith, 


Hopbedeeboody's laſt Will and 


Teſtament. 


To all and ſingular the Colledge of fools ,whether Naturals, 
Cbanglings, Fopps, Bubbles, Wiſea.res, Codle-bratys, Shut- 
tle-slnulls, Hlf-wits, Simpletons, Ntmathamers , or others 
that ſhall buy theſe preſents Hop>odeeboody of Turn- Mill- 
{treer Gentleman ſendetb greettng, 


Now ye that I the ſaid Hopbodceeboody , being 

wearied with carrying abour an uſcſcſs bundle of 
bones for above fourſcore years together, and being now 
of as ſound and diſpoſing memory as 1 uſe to be,do make 
this my laft Will and 1lcftament in manner and forma fol- 
lowing. Imprimis I bequeath my body to the Pir- hole te 
be decently buried in Flanne],to prevent my catching cold 
for the future, and a Whip in my hand to kcep away 
the roguiſh Worms from devouring me. tem my Muck- 
endars, Bibbs, Half-ſhirrs, & all other Linnen of my vyar- 
droab I bequeath ro my dearly beloved Nurle to ſupply 
her with Lint and Tinder.!rem my Mannor of Foolsbury 
Hall in the patiſh of St. Senſelcſs,Fbequeath to the cor- 
poration of Gotham and their ſucceſſors for ever. Item I 
give all my Tenements in Knave and Fool Court, to the 
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tain LeQures thrice a Week, in praife of folly , at their 
fanified new Thcatre by Gracious ſtrect. /tem to all, & 
every perſon, or perſons that ſhall retule Money when 
chey may havc ir, that ſhall be aſhamed to kiſs a Wench 
the like , becauſe ſhe is fine, or will believe a Wommn 

when ſhe ſwears to her dying husband that ſhe will ne- 
ver marry again, I give and bequr-ath all my Honors and 
Title of Hopbodecboody to remain to them and their 
heirs for cver, /tem Imake my truſty. friend Fohz Hart, 
Knight of the Draw-Cart,and innocent Ze Executor of 
this my laſt Will and Teſtament, and g:ve and bequeath 
tro them the ſum of one pound to be rceived out of my 
perſonal Eſtate when they ſhall reſpcRtvely arrive at the 


| Ape of diſcrerion, publithed, declared, and ſealed with 


a Farthing token, and Kirchinſtuff, this firſt Day of A- 


pri. I674- 20S 
His Character. 


Opbodeeboody was a creature that nature made in- a 

a Hurry,and ſo turn'd him over to fortunc,who on- 

ly took care to keep him from itarving, allcdging he had 
not Knavery enough to be preferred with the reft of her 
Children , he was freer by far of his bleffings than the 
Pope is, for he would beſtow them art anytime for a tar« 
din token: his beard ſpoke him a Philoſopher , bur his 
Muckender proclaini'd. him thrice a child. However 
the young Wenches lov'd him mighrily,firft becauſe 'ris 
more natural to them to love fools then wife men, for 
hke loves it's we eyes becauſe he rcturnd them their 
own wiſhes, and ſaid thoſe prayers aloud in the ſtreers, 
that they are alvvays murtering in their cloſerts,thart God 
vvould ſend them handſome Rich luſty Husbands , fine 
cloaths, good victuals, ſtrong drink, long ſleeps, and no 
vvork. He vvould cat butrer'd Fiſh vvith both hands av 
| Once,, 
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once; .andcar'd not hoyv.dear VVine vvas if he- might 
bur have a Gallon of: Ale for a-mornings Dravght';. he 
hated nothing bur ſmall beer and a Groat,;and knqwv no 
Authoriry-or puniſhment beyond his Nurſes ,V Vand'y 
vvhilſt kelived he and ſhe vvere inſeperable Compants 
ons in the Day, vvhatever they vvere in the night 5: and 
ſo fit one for another, that 'ris pitty any thingbur a grave 
ſhould part them. a FM," 'qot Jo TT 
Hopbodeeboody's Sayings?” ** | 
| rs tell you a good Jeſt, 1 
$1 had not thought, 
Say (he, ſay ſhe, 
Ando ſays he, 
Yours more than my ovvn, x 
Are you there vvith your Bears thought I, 
Cry Mercy I took you for a Joynt-ſtoot; 
Spend and God veillitnd, as os 
I beg your Diverſion Sir, | 
'Tis Des to buy off an Encmy than revvard africnd, 
Images are Lay-mens books, (you a vvhore? 
She call'd you a vvhore,but did ſhe'ſay,ſhevvould prove 
Farevvell and be hang'd that's tvvice good btiy. 
Your humble Trout Sir. 

| His Epitaph. 

E ader ! wnder this heap of flenes, 

Lyes old Hephodeebooa)' s bones, 
Who always beg'd for farthing token, 
fd with goed Ale was always ſoaken : 
Lovg time he liv d,enough ts ſee, 
Aﬀoſt men doſiilter thiros thay be : 
But 40 he*s gone tir ner the worſes 
For any. 1 know but his Nurſe, 
Yet ſtiff to her his love appears, 
Fo# all his Bibhs and Muckgnders, 
He left to her as Legacies, 
Wherewith to dry her blubber*d eyes. FINIS, 
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